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B DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT
(Brief narrative of seeident. Inolude statement of responaibility and recommendations for action Lo prevent repetition)

Co the 8th Jamuary 19, airplase i-2LE, AA® number L2-7339, Filot 2nd Lt PAUL E MAMAR,
0-742172, had aa emerygency forced leanding in the vicinity of Clerozont, va., i3 the Jarmss ”
¥iver, The airpleae tock off freca Laigley at 1552 EWT in light snow flurries aéavproooodoi
to climh to ll&i?n-d =) titude of 20,000 ft. Wagther at this time was; cnlling estimated
5,000 feet, 5213 overcest visibility 5 miles. On clenrlag the weathar station the pilot
wis advised of foelag oconditions at 3000 ft. 4zt L,0OO ft the de-iceing boots were tried and
falled to function. Student Pilot Dugger cellad pilot Jahar's attention to this faot, yet
the pilct continued to cllnb. By this tine there was visible a thin coatiag of ice on the
leadiag edge. ™= ol imb to 20,000 ft on instruzeats wes unevontful, breakiag on top at
approximately 17,000 ftv. After Llying around md f2i1iag to make the intended readezvous a
descent was started. Pilots Dugger and Maher beth stated before the board that et this point,
Just before the cescent, is when the pltot tube heat was applisd. All went well until! reach-
iug an ~ltitude of 15,900 £t et tnis point it was noted that rime lce was forming on the
Wiigs whish appssred to affect ‘the flyiag charmsteristics of the mircraft. (5oth Dugger and
wahar removed oxygen mesks betwsen 15,000 and 14,000 ft). This being the first indication of
trouble Pilot ushar advised c..'w to don parachutes,

Thls was accomplished and ackuowledged excent for 5/set Llydo Lattea who pulled the rip
cord and spilled his chute all over the flight deck. The desceat continusd until 12000 ft
*i¢n the air-speed sterted to fall off rapidly with the "rate of climb" showling a descent,
still the airplane was flyinag. Shortly after this at approximately 10,500 f't Pilat Mehar
£ave orders to abandon ship, ead jumped first, knowing that cne man still abcard; had Fea~
dered his chute ueeless by haste or just pure carelessness. Indicated air-speed at time of
Juzp was 90 mph. After the first jump the ship was quickly smptied except for Lt Dugger, j
Sgt Jones, Sgt Hegwsr and Sgt Lattea who had spilled his chdte, Lt Duzger states he also
was about to leave when he notioced Sgt Joes still aboard, aekiag Jsnss why he didn't jump, »
Jones replied “"You aren't going to leave Lattea here without a chute, are you"? Lt Dugger
states Lattea did not enter his mind when he was about to Jump, but when Jones reminded h
he too tock off hie chute to ride the ship in and zive Lattea a chance. Sgt Jones then
acsumed co-pllot dutles. The descent continued, with air-speed reading rero aad s£ill pick'
lag up mcre ice, down to 1000 ft, befora breexing coantact., After breaking contact Lt D 03
stytes he flow around using the radic to help him looate his position but in additiszn td the
ni‘speod. radio, radio coapass and flight indicator was cut. With darkness approaskiag
nof imowing how loag he could Lold the preseat altitude, a wheels-up landing was declded
Dugger gtates & few suitable fields for a forced landing were aveilable but having o air-

~3peed in addition to ice on the wings none was attempted for fear of overshooting and
bitting the trees. Duggzer stetes he had seen a river in the vicinity and decided to set
down on the wator. Domb bey doors were clozed and orew took up stations for a water landing.
The ship hit tail first and thea the nose which caused a vary abrupt stop. What is known
now and what was not known at the tlme of ditohing is that the navigators escape door in the
“ront was open, causing water to be more or less "shoveled" in, suoountiag for tha abrupt \
stop. Due to confusion escape storiec are somewhat varied, but it is known that the tail
a3d part of the fuselaze were broke from the aircraft on impect,

The Board belisves the pitot tube heater did not functioa during eny part of the flignt.

Attention is invited to the fact that no satry of iroperative de-icer boots was mads in
Form 1-a, although they were known to be iaoperstive. BEatries cn Form 14 for the previnus
cay confirmed this. The board furtner bellieves 2nd Lt PAUL B, MAEAR 907 responsible for the
accident for these reasons; (1) Felling to turz hack when notified of ice and inoperative
de-cers, when at an altlitude of LOOO ft. (2) Tailing to exhaust all possible effort to
bring airplane and crew to safety before Jumpiag. (2) Failicg tc chook woeather properly

~ whereas he would have known the storm to be moving from South to North. Fifteen minutes

+ flying time in & norilierly direction would haro brought ti.e ship jate & 7000 foot ceiling
and 7 mile vicibility,

B. FOILLIOY ﬁs, Capt, AC
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